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LETTERS OF WILLIAM PENN. 

[In the list of William Penn's letters relating to the settlement of Penn- 
sylvania, written between 1681 and 1684, and printed in the last number of 
our Magazine (p. 368), several are mentioned which have never been pub- 
lished, and others which have appeared only in such form as to make refer- 
ence io them difficult. That everything of Penn's, relating to the settle- 
ment of our State, may be accessible, we print those referred to, and will be 
pleased to receive for publication any not mentioned in our list. — Ed.] 

To Lord Baltimore. 1 

Westminster, 10th: 2mo: Aprill 1681. 

It haveing graciously pleas'd the King upon diuers good 
Considerations to make me a Neighbor to Maryland. I 
thought it necessary to make some offer of ffriendshipp, and 
give a iitt rise for a future good Correspondence I omitt the 
particulars of my pretentions. They are so kindly and 
Amply Exprest in the Kings Letter, and to a man of good 
Sense tis enough to be once told of the Matter. 

The Bearer is a Gentleman and my Kinsman to whom I 
have left the Manage of my affaires as his Integrety will 
insist upon my right, his prudence and Experience will 
allways guid him from an Indecent thing I onely begg 
one thing, 'tis short but the text of all that can be said do 
to me as ^thou wouldst be don to I am a stranger in the 
affaires of the Countrey he can have little light from me I 
doe Soe much depend upon the Influence and Preualence the 
Kings Goodnes will have upon thee, that I omitt to be any 
further solicituos, beleeueing that a great and prudent man 
will always act with Caution and obedience to the mind of 
his Prince so that this Letter was rather to be Civil then to 
pass so ill a Complement upon the Lord Baltemore or the 
Kings letter as to think it Could give any aide to the one or 

1 From the copy in the State Paper Office, London. 
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Light to the other. I shall Conclude with this Request that 
it would please thee to give my Cosen and Deputy all the 
dispatch possible in the business of the bounds that obserue- 
ing our Just Limitts in that and all other things we May 
begin and Maintaine a Just and friendly intercourse which I 
doe here promise to Endeavor and obserue on my part with 
all the truth and Care Imaginable and what ever favors he 
receiues I shall place to my account and perhapps there are 
many wayes by which I may discharge them which may 
give the Lord Baltemore reason to beleeue I do not under- 
serue the usage and quality of his 

Very True friend 

WM. PBNN. 

My Respects to thy Lady. My Kinsmans Name is Wm. 
Markham. 

[Superscription.] 

For my honored friend the Lord Baltemore Gouernor and 
Proprietor of Maryland. 

To Governor William Markham. 1 

Lond: 18th 8mo. 1681. 
Cosen Markham 

My sincere love salutes thee, wishing thy prosperity in 
every way. W th this comes Instructions, & Concessions, w th 
some Company. I hope thou hast made Convenient provision 
for them. I have sent my Cosen William Crispin to be thy 
Assistant, as by Commission will appear, his Skill, experi- 
ence Industry & Integrety are well Known to me, & particu- 

1 From the original in the possession of Mr. Ferdinand J. Dreer, Phila- 
delphia. 

The final figure, one, in the date of this letter, is a double curved line 
resembling to some extent a figure five without a top. For this reason 
it has been printed as having been written in 1685. Besides the fact that 
the internal evidence of the letter shows that it was written in 1681, the 
indorsement leaves no doubt on the matter, as it is clearly 1681. It is also 
addressed to Deputy-Governor William Markham, who did not hold that 
position in 1685. 
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larly in Court Keeping &c. : so y* it is my will & pleasure, 
that he be as cheif Justice to keep y e Seal, y e Courts & Ses- 
sions ; & he shall be accountable to me for it. the proffltts 
redounding are to his proper behoof, he will show thee my 
Instructions w ch will guide you all in y e business. y° rest is 
Left to your discretion ; y* is, to thee, thy two Assistants & 
y e Councel. 

Now I shall tell thee, that if thy Inclinations rather run 
to a sea life, I shall putt thee in Commander of a vessel to 
carry People & goods betwixt this Country and that, w ch 
if thou chusest it come w th all y e Speed thou canst y* thou 
mayst be here before I goe & command a vessel backwards, 
the proffit is more, & I think the creditt not less, but this 
is left to y ee to come, or stay till I come theither. pray be 
very respectfull to my Cosen Crispin, he is a man my father 
had great confidence in & Vallue for. also Strive to give 
Content to y e Planters, & w th meekness & sweetness, mixt 
w th Authority, carry it so as thou mayst honour me as well 
as thy selfe ; & I do hereby promess thee I will effectually 
answear it thee and thyn. give the Inclosed in Svveed, to y e 
Sweeds Preist to read to y e Sweeds ; it comes from the Sweeds 
embassador in England y e D Liembergh, whos lady is lately 
dead, also myn to y e Natives & the Inhabitants & be tender 
of my Creditt w th all, watching to prevent all fals storys, & 
inculcate all the honest and advantageous things on my 
behalfe y* may be, in w ch be diligent. I can say no more, 
but wish you all prosperity, in y e fear of y e lord, to whom I 
committ you all & rest 

Thy true Frd 

& Affect. Kinsman 

WM. PENN. 

I mention y e Ship because it was thy motion to me. 

[Endorsed.] 

For "William Markham Dept. Gover. of Pennsylvania. 
The Proprietory Letter Dated 18th, Ocbr. 1681 to Gov r 
Markam. 



466 Letters of William Penn. 

To Governor William Markham. 1 

Upland, y e 28 lh 9br, 1682. 
Cousin Markham, 

Upon receipt hereof dispatch y e Messenger to y e Counties 
of St. Jones & Worekills, alias New Deal w th a Letter to y e 
Deputies, in w ch inclose y e inclosed severally ; be sure it is a 
trusty Person y* can compass y e Business w ch done, dispatch 
hither to me immediately, leaving Jno. Moll, or Peter Al- 
dricks Deputy in y e room. If Rober Greenaway he not past 
that Port, I would willingly speak w th him having received 
Letter out of Maryland it concerns Freight of a Ship. Pray 
let all Ships clear ab New Castle, y e River now being mine, 
in w ch be civil to y e Commanders & for this year y' nothing be 
taken of y m . The Horse y* brings y e Bearer is to go w th Tho. 
Hudson to Barbadoes if he be there remember my Love to 
him. 

Thy Lov frd & kinsman, 

WM. PENN. 

Lett Tho: Hudson have y e lett r for B[ar]badoes, I cannot 
find my Patent, pray bring it. 

[Endorsed] William Markham. 

y e proprietory Letf 9ber 28 :' 1682 ord er for ships to Enter 
to Gov r Markam. 

To Governor William Markham? 

5 th 12™ 1682. 

Cosen Markham, 

The inclosed is an Answear to y e Justices below, but re- 
member y* the twelve must be chosen for the Provincial 
Council in pursuance of y* writt, & after y', a petition to me 
y' 3, A. B. C. should be for y e Council, & y e other 9 for the 
Assembly, for 4 & 8 will not allow of a yearly rotation of f. 
as 3 & 9 will, then the Council will be 18, a good number 

1 Prom the original in the possession of Mr. Ferdinand J. Dreer, Phila- 
delphia. 

2 From the original in the possession of Mr. Ferdinand J. Dreer, Phila- 
delphia. 
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18 



at present, & 54 for the Assembly £ 4 the exact numbers. 

also y e Petition must declare which is chosen for one two & 
three years is y e 3 d Article informes thee in y e charter lett 
all y* is done, be y e Act of y e people & so it will be safe, 
remember in any business, w* you settle there communicate 
to y e lower Countys & send up to me to informe those here, 
my love to y e Justices, help a poor Scotch man to sell his 
time a servant maid or two. vale 

Thy Lov g Kinsman 

WM. PENN. 1 

remember y e invoices & my instructions to send y m f first. 

[Endorsed.] 
For Capt. Wm. Markham, Deputy Governor of New Cas- 
tle, Sussex, & Kent, New Castle. 

Extracts from Letters to Jasper Yeates. 2 

That the entailment of the Government of this Province 
may be to David's Stock, the Tribe of Judah ; I close with 
thee with all my Heart. But tell me how it shall be ? 

1 The frame of government which Penn proposed for his colony, and 
which was agreed upon in England, provided that the Council should con- 
sist of seventy- two members. The Assembly for the first year was composed 
of all the freemen of the Province, and after that of two hundred represen- 
tatives, who should be yearly chosen. It became evident before the first 
Assembly provided for under the frame met, that the numbers mentioned 
were greater than the scanty population could furnish, and that a reduction 
was necessary. The minutes of the Provincial Council show that when the 
first meeting of that body was held, the people had chosen but twelve mem- 
bers from each county, and petitioned the Governor to accept that number 
as their representatives in both Council and Assembly. The above letter 
is proof, that, if this change was not proposed by Penn himself, he was 
active in bringing it about, and, in fact, that the whole programme was 
arranged before the Council met. 

2 From a copy in the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, furnished by the 
late Joshua Francis Fisher. 

This letter is printed in the Works of Penn (London, 1726), but so 
altered and abridged as to greatly impair its value. It is there given as to 
an Old Friend who had unduly reflected on the writer, and has been so copied 
into most of the biographies of Penn, and into Proud's History of Pennsyl- 
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It hath heen the earnest Desire of my Soul, that it might 
ever anchor there. Show us the way, & thou shalt be the man. 

The Power I have by Patent runs thus: That I and my 
Heirs, with the Assent of the Freemen or their Deputies from 
time to time may make Laws, so as they be not repugnant to 
the Allegiance we owe to the King as Sovereign. 

I have given to the Freemen all but a kind of Tribute rather 
than Pawn[?J three voyces (which three servants (mark !) that 
are out of their time, will equal that have but 50 acres 
apiece, whilest I have three millions perhaps). 

vania. An account of Jasper Yeates, to whom it was written, will be found 
in this Magazine, Vol. III. p. 206. The character of Yeates's letter can 
only be surmised from Penn's reply. It must have contained a criticism of 
the Frame of Government, and charged Penn with being more solicitous 
about his own affairs and those of his heirs than of the happiness of the 
people. A few remarks will assist the general reader to understand Penn's 
reply. A note to the preceding letter explains the formation of the Provincial 
Council and Assembly under the first Frame of Government. In this instru- 
ment Penn reserved for himself and heirs a triple vote in the Council, and 
this seems to have excited the animosity of Yeates. Penn gave to bound 
servants who served their time 50 acres of land, and thus they became free- 
holders. He points out to Yeates that if three of this class should be chosen 
members of the Council their united opinions could nullify his own. It would 
certainly be captious to charge a person with grasping authority who had 
given up the veto power for three votes in a Council of seventy-two members, 
and this Penn had done. Nevertheless, his own state of the case is not a just 
one. The opinions of members of council should not have been estimated 
by their own interests, but rather by the constituency they represented. 
The ideas which now prevail regarding representative government were not 
very fully developed when Penn wrote, and he may have formed his opinion 
of what would likely take place from experience rather than theory. 

We have in this letter the clearest possible evidence, if any were needed, 
of Penn's wish to found his government on a basis that would be perfectly 
equitable to all concerned. Even the Quakers, his own religious associates, 
were not secured in power until their numbers were strong for fear it should 
be charged that they were afraid to allow others to participate in govern- 
ment. That the assembly which met at Chester, in December, 1682, came 
within one vote of passing from under the control of the Friends is, we 
believe, a fact that has heretofore been unknown in the history of our State. 
That some of the Friends were unable to rise to the position Penn occupied, 
and desired to keep the power in their own hands until it was firmly estab- 
lished is also clear, and it is probable that it was through their solicitations 
that the veto power was restored to him in 1683. 
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Now if these Freemen and their Heirs fear God, the 
entailment will be to David's Stock ; if not, how can I or 
mine help it, which leades me to ask, What Security there 
is that their Heires be not Idiots & Atheists as well as mine ? 
And then what security shall my Heirs have against such 
Misusing this Power to Truths and their Damage ? — And 
this only I might have answered to thy objection to me vizt 
" Thou hast provided against thy Heirs being an Infant ; but 
not if an Idiot or an Atheist &c. 

But Jasper, I will suppose that thou intendest that God's 
Power among honest Friends should have the Rule and 
Dominion and that is, David's Stock in Spirit. — "With my 
whole soul Jasper ! But wilt thou secure they or theirs 
shall not be Corrupted, as well as I, or myn ? Besides tell me 
what will those Jetheses Centurions and Gamaliels think who 
in outward things that belong to the Spirit of a Man, are 
rightfully interested as well as wee — and have Wisdom as 
men? Shall they neither chuse nor be chosen? If not, the 
Patent is forfeited ; for that Eight is founded upon Civil & 
not Spiritual Freedom — " The Freemen of the Province shall 
&c." Besides we should look selfish, and do that which we 
have cry'd out upon others for, namely letting nobody touch 
with Government but those of their own way. And this 
hath been often flung at us, (viz). If you Quakers had it in 
your power, none should have a part in the Government, but 
those of your own way. On the other hand, if all that are 
Freemen may choose or be chosen Members of the Provincial 
Council & General Assembly, and that I and my Heir have 
only 3 Voyces in 272, in case they should outnumber us in 
vote we are gone, & this having been like to be done the last 
Assembly, in chusing of a Speaker (Friends carrying it but 
by one voyce, & that through the absence of 2 of the other 
side that were not Friends) Friends have several of them 
lamented that I have given so much Power away as I have 
done. At least, till Truth's interest had been better settled, 
and desire me to accept of it again, saying, that as God so 
signally cast it into my hand, and they believe for a purpose 
of Glory to his Name, and for the Good of his People, and 
since the Eyes & Hearts of People are after me in so eminent 
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a manner nere, if I receive it not, they shall as yet be little 
regarded in the use of it. 

Come Jasper, I could speak largely of God's Dealings with 
me, in getting this thing, what an inward Exercize of Faith 
& Patience it cost me in passing ; the Travail was mine, as 
well as the Debt and Cost ; Though the Envy of many, both 
Professor, false Friend & Profane. But my God hath given 
it me in the face of the World, and it is to hold it in true 
Judgment, as a Reward of my Sufferings, aud that is seen 
here whatever Despisers there may say or think. The Place 
God hath given me, and I never felt judgment for the Power 
I kept, but Trouble for what I parted with. It is more than 
a Worldly title & Patent that hath clothed me in this Place ; 
Jasper, keep in thy Place ; I am in mine, and have served 
the God of the whole Earth since I have been in it ; Nor am 
I sitting down in a Greatness that I have denied, as thou 
suggestest. I am day & night spending my Life, my Time, 
my Money, & am not sixpence enriched by this Greatness, 
Costs in getting, settling, Transportation & Maintenance now 
in a Public manner, at my own Charge duly considered, to 
say nothing of my hazard, & the Distance I am from a con- 
siderable Estate, and which is more, my dear Wife & poor 
Children. 

Well, Jasper, the Lord is a God of Righteous Judgment, 
had I sought Greatness, I had stay'd at home, where the dif- 
ference between what I am here, and was offered, if I could 
have been there, in Power & Wealth, is as wide as the 
Places are. 

No, I came for the Lord's sake, and therefore have I stood 
to this day, well & diligent & successful, blessed be His Power 
so that the 45th of Jeremiah, 4th & 5th Verses, I send thee 
back again, and they that fear God will rebuke thy applica- 
tion of it to me that know it. 

My God hath given Sentence, for my Innoeency in my own 
Soul, Nor shall I trouble myself to tell thee what I am to 
the People of this Place in Travels, Watchings, Spendings, 
and my Servants, every way freely, (not like a selfish man, I 
have many Witnesses) but it is below me to do it, I mean in 
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my Place on God's account, I pretend to no more, nor no 
other in my answer to thee but as a Friend. 

And thy Conclusion overthrow thy Work : Thou sayest I 
desire thou mayst be sensible that I distinguish between 
Property & Government the first not questioned, but good 
Laws & Government, that Right which God gives to all, and 
is not to be bought and sold. 

Now Jasper, what Civil Eight hath any man in Govern- 
ment besides Property, at least without it, can a Farmer, 
Copyholder, an Almes man in England chuse a Parliament- 
man ? Is it not men's Freehold that entitles them to chuse 
or be chosen a Member to make Laws about Right and Pro- 
perty ? Is not this to their Heirs ? And is not English Free- 
hold entailed while they keep their Lands ? And will not 
Jasper allow me and my Heirs as much as three 50 acre men 
have in the Government, that have fifty hundred times more 
Property? No, Jasper, Thy conceit is neither Religious, 
Political nor equal, and without high words, I disregard it 
as meddling, intruding & presumptuous. 

However in this I rejoyce that dear George Fox, Alexander 
Parker, George Whitehead, Will"" Gibson L. Fell J. Claypool, 
Christoph. Taylor, and an hundred most honest Friends, have 
liked it in the present state of things, and the wise men of 
the World not a little admired it, and valued Friends as a 
discreet People upon it — But all are it seems under thy 
Judgment. 

[Here half a page is missing, which may, however, have 
been designedly curtailed by W. P.] 1 

To conclude, It is now in Friends hands, through my 
travail & faith and patience (I lett the rest alone.) 

If Friends here keep to God, and in the Justice, Mercy 
Equity and Fear of the Lord, their Enemys will be be their 
Footstool. If not, their Heires, & my Heires too will loose 
all, and Desolation will follow. But, blessed be the Lord, 
we are well, and in the deare love of God, and the Fellow- 
ship of his tender Heavenly Spirit ; and our Faith is for our- 
selves and one another that the Lord will be wit' us a King 
and a Counsellor forever. 

1 This remark is in the copy furnished by Mr. Fisher. 
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So, Jasper, desiring thou mayst act more righteously, than 
to smite the Innocent behind his back, and thy suffering 
Brother too, and that in a wrong matter and upon a false or 
an impossible ground, I take my leave, and rest 

thy Ancient tho' grieved Friend 

Chester ye 5th i*. 1682. W. P. 

* mo 

To Mr. Robert Boyle. 1 

Philadelphia, Aug. 5, 1683. 
My worthy friend, 

I could not let my agent go without a letter directed to 
so worthy and ingenious a friend ; though I can say little, 
that may add to the small account I gave in another letter ; 
only the natives, some ore, and some flowers and plants I 
will touch upon. I find them a people rude, to Europeans, 
in dress, gesture, and food ; but of a deep natural sagacity. 
Say little, but what they speak is fervent and elegant ; if 
they please, close to the point, and can be as evasive. In 
treaties, about land, or traffick, I find them deliberate in coun- 
cil, and as designing, as I have ever observed among the 
politest of our Europeans. I have bought two large tracts, 
and had two presented me, which cost me alike. However, 
in this they are happy, and even with us, they care and want 
for little ; and if they have not had their passions raised to 
the same degree after the luxury of Europe, by like enjoy- 
ments, neither have they the anxieties that follow those 
pleasures. They trouble not themselves about bills of lading, 
or exchange ; nor are they molested with chancery suits and 
exchequer accounts. Their rest is not disturbed for mainte- 
nance ; they live by their pleasures, fowling and fishing : 
the sons of providence ; better without tradition, unless that 
they have got had been better ; for the Dutch, English, and 
Swedes have taught them drunkenness. Thus they are the 

1 From the "Works of Robert Boyle, vol. VI., pp. 658-9, London, 1772. 
Communicated by Livingston Haines, Camden, N. J. This letter should be 
read in connection with the extracts of other letters printed on pages 234 
and 235 of this Volume, regarding Penn's Treaty with the Indians, as it is 
additional evidence on the same subject. 
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worse for those they should have been the better for ; and 
this they are not so dark as not to see, and say. So that the 
low dispensation of the poor Indian outshines the lives of those 
Christians, that pretend an higher. 

Of ore, here are divers sorts, I have sent a little, to spend 
thy judgement upon, which I have delivered to my kinsman, 
captain Markham, to put into thy own hands. 

Of plants, here are excellent for medicine and cure of 
wounds. Some chemists intend an observation upon them. 
Bat immediate cures have been wrought most certainly. 

Of flowers, I may say I never saw larger, more variety, 
richer colours, in the curious gardens of England. Of these 
I have ordered my gardener to make a collection against the 
next year. I have a garden prepared by my kitchen-stuff this 
year, of two acres, for that and other services. Our town 
goes on apace ; twenty houses got up since my last, I sup- 
pose. God has preserved our health, during the greatest 
heats and rains, the oldest inhabitant remembers. But the 
corn, which was plentiful, was first in ; they reap about six 
weeks before us in England; I might say two months; for 
I saw barley cut on the third of May last. 

I add no more, but if any thing from these parts may be 
agreeable to thee, use me freely ; for of thy numerous friend- 
ships, no body is more sensible of thy worth, nor more affec- 
tionately than I am, without all reserve, 

Worthy friend, thy cordial friend, 

WILLIAM PENN. 

PRAT give my respects to the lady Ranelagh. 
LET the bearer have thy favour and advice. Vale. 

To Secretary Bridgeman in ye Lord Sunderland's Office, 
Whitehall. 1 

Philadelphia, 1st Cmo. Aug 3 ' 83. 
whilst I should excuse the liberty I take, I am under the 
necessity of useing it, It being the only way left me, at this 

1 Prom the original in the State Paper Office, London, the above is the 
superscription of the letter. 

Vol. vi.— 31 
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distance, by w ch to express my Just sense of thy Civilitys, 
w ch were m any before, but multeplied since I left England, 
as advis'd by my frd Tucker ; I know not by w* else, then a 
Kind Providence and thy inclination to be good to the 
absent; one of the worthiest, as well as most obleidgeing 
qualitys. I can only say, that the favours y* are done me, 
tho I deserve them not, are not flung away, for tho they may 
meet w th more ability, they will no where meet w th more 
gratitude. There is a Gentleman in that office, w th whom I 
have no acquaintance, y* has sent a venture, I mean, he has 
been freindly at a venture ; pray please to give him my 
respects & thanks. I Congratulate your respective returns 
& wish you the reward & success y 4 shoidd follow Integrety 
& ability. 

I wave to give any Narrative of thes parts of y e world, 
recommending y* Curiosity to the Bear Cap* Markham my 
Kinsman, as I do him to thy favour & Councel. he goes my 
Agent to Court, in my poor affaires, yet Incompleat, & is 
fitted for it, haveing been already Deputy in the Goverm* of 
this Province. I do very perticulerly beg thy freindship for 
him, few being equally able to direct his endeavours in the 
Court ; & without skill, tis looseing time to sollicite. I per- 
ceive the Sceen is a little alter'd since my being in those 
parts, & a Man may miss y e door y* Knocks by proxy ; for 
Courts, too often like loose grounds, are, perpetually to be 
watcht & markt ; else all endeavours save but venture. But 
I dare promess my selfe he will not want fair access to y e 
Lord Sunderland, my ancient, & "Noble freind, nor good usage 
in y* office, where there is so much civility & dispatch. I 
have only to excuse a poor present I have sent, of Country 
produce, of w eh I must say, as to others, y* of old y e heart 
vallued y e offering ; w ch is sincerely devoted in affection & 
gratitude to engage me in the character of 

Thy very Cordial & Thankfull friend 

WM. PENN. 

The Gentleman afore mentioned is Mon stevens. 



